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EDUCATION 
 1999  The University of Montana, M.S. in Environmental Studies   

1995 Yale University Divinity School, M.A.R. in Philosophy of Religion and Philosophical Theology, 
Summa Cum Laude 

1989   Seattle Pacific University, B.A. in Religion-Philosophy, Magna Cum Laude 
 1983 – 1985 Central Oregon Community College, Wildlife Biology 
   

HONORS AND AWARDS 
 2013  Going the Extra Mile Award, Missoula County DUI Task Force 

2012  Lincoln School Memorial Award, Preserve Historic Missoula 
2011   Walt Brown Award, Montana Human Rights Network 
2010  Jeanette Rankin Civil Liberties Award, ACLU of Montana 
2005  Neighbor of the Year Award, Historic Eastside Neighborhood Association 
1998  Erasmus Scholarship, Department of Philosophy, the University of Montana. 
1998 Erickson Scholarship for Environmental Ethics, Environmental Studies Program, The 

University of Montana 
 1998  B&B Dawson Scholarship, Environmental Studies Program, the University of Montana 

1995 Julia A. Archibald High Scholarship Prize for being the highest ranking member of the 1995 
Yale Divinity School graduating class 

 1995  Dwight Fellowship for proficiency in theological study, Yale Divinity School 
 1992 – 1995  Associates Scholar, Yale Divinity School 
 1988  Religion Faculty Scholarship, Seattle Pacific University 
 1985  Science Student of the Year, Central Oregon Community College 
 1984  Phi Theta Kappa, Central Oregon Community College 
 

EMPLOYMENT 
2017 – Present County Commissioner, Chair (2028), Missoula County, Montana 
2015 – Present Partner, Three21 Innovations, LLC. 
2003 – 2016 Senior Project Historian. Historical Research Associates, Missoula, Montana 
2006 – 2014 Alderman, Missoula City Council, Missoula, Montana 
1999 – 2003 Public Comment Analyst. Content Analysis Team, Ecosystem Management Coordination, 

Washington Office, USDA-Forest Service 
1998 – 1999 Project/Fuels Crew Supervisor. Ninemile Ranger District, Lolo National Forest, USDA-Forest 

Service 
1985 – 1998  Fire Station Manager, 1988-1998; Firefighter, 1985-1987. Prineville District, Bureau of Land  
  Management 

       

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
2017 – Present County Commissioner, Missoula County, Montana 
2013 – 2914  Candidate, Montana Legislature, House District 92 
2013 – Present Member, Missoula County Public Schools Safety and Security Task Force 
2012 – 2014  Precinct Committeeman, Missoula County Democrats 
2011 – 2012 Candidate, U.S. House of Representatives, MT-AL 
2009 – 2015 Downtown Master Plan Implementation Committee 
2010 – 2011 Mayor’s Downtown Advisory Commission 
2006 – 2011 Missoula Public Art Committee 

 2004 – 2005 President. Historic Eastside Neighborhood Association, Missoula, Montana 
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PUBLICATIONS  
Books 
 Drift Smoke: Loss and Renewal in a Land of Fire (Reno: The University of Nevada Press, 2005). 

The Seasons of Fire:  Reflections on Fire in the West (Reno: The University of Nevada Press, 2001). 
  
Select Articles 
 “Threescore and Ten: Fire, Place, and Loss in the West,” Ethics & the Environment (Winter 2003).  
 “The Ethics of Prescribed Fire,” Ecological Restoration, 18, no. 1 (Spring 2000):  5-9. 

“Elements,” Camas:  People and Issues of the Northern Rockies 2 (Spring 1999): 4.  
“Through a Glass Darkly:  Fire and Loss in the West,” Camas:  People and Issues of the Northern  

 Rockies 2 (Fall/Winter 1998):  7-8. 
 “A July Remembrance,” Wildfire Magazine (September 1997). 
 

 
 
 


